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Welcome to the 2024-2025 Girl Scout Year! If you’re looking for a
place to mentor girls and help them change the world, you’ve
come to the right place! We are thrilled you’re here!

In Girl Scouts, you’ll wear a lot of important hats on behalf of
girls! As their mentor, meeting planner, trip coordinator, and all-
around champion, you’ll definitely change their lives and we’ll be
here to help along the way.

This complimentary Annual Troop Planner is the first step in
organizing your troop’s year! Use this planner to:

Keep a troop roster of girls’ names and caregiver contact
information alongside girls’ meeting attendance and earned badges.

Take notes to plan each meeting’s activities.

View the GSCCS staff-led events to compliment your troop’s year
plan, earning badges and joining your sister Girl Scouts.

Track troop finances to submit online annually and allow
girls to offer a monthly troop finance report.



A Successful Girl Scout Year

Planning A Year of Adventures

Girl Scouts is a leader in supporting girls to achieve their biggest
dreams. Include these important experiences to create a well-
rounded year of adventures for girls in your troop.

. Host a Family Meeting to set parent expectations.

. Girl Goal Meeting: Set goals with girls on badges, activities.
' Annual Planning: Include at least one field-trip.

. Annual Planning: Include at least one take-action project.
.Armual Planning: Include at least one outdoor activity.
. Plan to participate in the Cookie Program.

. Assign girls troop roles to run meetings.
' Open meetings with the Promise & Law.




Ready, Set, Goals!

You are a Girl Scout volunteer because you dream big for girls! Let’s
help girls explore their passions and interests. What are three goals
you have for your troop? Think about what girls may like to be, do, or
learn more about! Fill those ideas into the first column of this chart.

Then, work with other adult volunteers, parents, AND GIRLS in your
Girl Scout troop leader to discover the perfect badges or awards that
can guide girls toward achieving their dreams.

I want our Girl Scout troop to... Through badges or activities like...

Earn Badges at Council Events

Partner with GSCCS Events to earn badges with your families or troop!
The GSCCS events calendar listed on each month of this planner
contains dozens of badges we help your troop earn! If you help girls set
their goals and find a badge they’re passionate about, we’ll take care of
the rest! Schedule your events each month online.




The Girl Scout Leadership Experience

What makes Girl Scouts truly unique? Everything is designed especially for, and is tested by, girls! Our
program centers around our research-backed Girl Scout Leadership Experience—that is, what girls do and
how they do it. Activities are girl-led, which gives girls opportunities to explore leadership roles and “learn by
doing” in a cooperative-learning environment.

In Girl Scouts, girls will:
Discover: Every activity girls tackle in Girl Scouts helps them discover who they are, what they care about,
and what their talents are.

Connect: Girls collaborate with and learn from other people and expand their horizons. This helps them
care about and inspire others locally and globally.

Take Action: As girls connect with and show care for others, they become eager to take action to make
the world a better place.

So what does this mean for your troop? Through Girl Scouting, your girls will develop a strong sense of
self, demonstrate positive values, seek challenges, solve significant problems in her community, and
establish healthy relationships. These aren’t just good qualities—they’re leadership skills for a lifetime!

What is the Girl Scout Program?

No matter what excites your girls, they’ll find engaging and fun activities in the four areas that
make up the core of the Girl Scout program:
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STEM Outdoors Life SKkills Entrepreneurship
Computer science, Adventure and Skill Civic engagement, healthy The Girl Scout Cookie
engineering, robotics, building building, from living, global citizenship, Program—the largest girl-led
outdoor STEM, the backyard to the communication skills— entrepreneurial program in the
and more. backcountry, including to name a few. world— teaches goal setting,
through camping decision making, money
experiences for all ages. management, business ethics,
and people skills.

Whether they complete Girl Scout Leadership Journeys, earn badges, unleash their inner entrepreneur through the
Girl Scout Cookie Program, pack for their first hike, change the world through “Take Action” projects, or any
combination of these activities, at Girl Scouts, every girl has countless ways to explore our four program areas and
hone the skills they’ll need to power a lifetime of success—whatever that looks like for them.

Explore the many exciting possibilities with the Award and Badge Explorer at
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/our-program/badges/badge_explorer.html.



Where Girl Scouts Can Take Your Girls?

As your girls progress through Girl Scouts, they’ll learn to take the reins and make their Girl Scout experiences
their own—it’s what being girl-led is all about! And as a leader, you’ll encourage them to dream big and
challenge themselves as they take their newfound passions to the next level.

While program elements—like outdoor expeditions and entrepreneurial ventures—align across all grade levels,
Girl Scout Daisies and Brownies won’t be doing the same activities as seasoned Seniors and Ambassadors. But
by building on the knowledge and skills they gain year after year, your girls’ confidence will grow exponentially
and they’ll be eager to take those next steps.
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> Girl Scout Brownies work together as they earn badges and explore their communities.

Friendship, fun, and age-appropriate activities begin at the Girl Scout Brownie meeting and
move out to the community. While earning badges, Brownies build skills and explore passions!

BROWNIES
2ND & 3RD

P
Girl Scout Juniors are big-idea thinkers. They’re explorers at camp and product designers
when they earn their Innovation and Storytelling badges, or even their Bronze Award. Every

day, they wake up ready to play a new role.

JUNIORS
4TH & 5TH

Girl Scout Cadettes chart their own courses and let their curiosity and imagination lead the
way. They learn about the power of being a good friend, gain confidence by mentoring
younger girls, and can earn their Silver Award.

CADETTES
6TH - 8TH

SENIORS
9TH & 10TH

Girl Scout Ambassadors know that small acts produce big change. While they get ready for
life beyond high school, Girl Scouts helps them take flight. They can also earn their Gold
Award and drive lasting impact in their communities.

AMBASSADORS
11TH & 12TH

All of the skills and experiences girls gain throughout their time in Girl Scouts set them up for special recognition
through the Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards. Through their award projects, your girls will tackle issues close to
their hearts and make a real difference—and if they decide to pursue their Gold Award, they’ll also be eligible for
unique college scholarships and open doors to promising career opportunities. The longer your girls are in Girl
Scouts, the brighter their futures will be—and they’ll have you to thank for it!



Funding Girl Scout Troop Adventures e (<)

If your girls have big ideas to include in their Girl Scout adventures,
you may have questions about how to fund it. In Girl Scouts, we have
several opportunities for troops to earn funds to fuel their dreams
and encourage volunteers to let girls take age-appropriate roles in
setting budgets and funding activities!

Troop Dues Fall Product Program

Many troops decide to collect troop Troops can learn entrepreneurship
dues to help provide startup funds for skills and earn early proceeds for troop
activities and supplies. The decision is activities in the Fall Product Program.
up to each troop and typically covers Encourage girls to set up their online
badges, supplies, and a field trip. store, avatar, and sell to families.

Girl Scout Cookie Program

All troops participate in the Girl Scout Cookie Program
- the largest entrepreneurship training experience for
girls in the country. Girls will not only earn funds to
complete their Girl Scout goals, but also learn life-
changing skills that our research shows sets girls up
for success later in life.

Get prepared for the Girl Scout Cookie Program:

D Find a volunteer to serve as Cookie Coordinator.

D New Troops: Set up a troop bank account.

D Schedule a girl goal setting meeting.
D Schedule a parent meeting to set expectations.

D Confirm troop roster in Smart Cookie.



Membership & Training

All Girl Scout volunteers must
become an adult member of Girl
Scouts and complete Mandated

Reporter Training.

Volunteer-to-Girl
Ratio Chart

Girl Scout Daisy
Grades K-1

Girl Scout Brownie
Grades 2-3

Girl Scout Junior
Grades 4-5

Girl Scout Cadette
Grades 6-8

Our #1 Priority: Keeping Girls Safe

As a troop volunteer, our first priority is ensuring girls stay safe while having fun
and learning new skills. From troop meetings to cookie booths to camping
weekends, adult volunteers must always be present in order to properly supervise
girl activities. The help chart below breaks down the minimum number of
volunteers needed to supervise various activities.

What is a Certified Adult Volunteer?

LiveScan Background Check

All Girl Scout volunteers in the
state of California must pass a
LiveScan Background Check in
order to work alongside youth.

Group Meetings

2 Unrelated
Volunteers

At Least One Must

be Female

Per 12 Girls

Per 20 Girls

Per 25 Girls

Per 25 Girls

Per 30 Girls

Plus1
Volunteer

per this many

additional girls:

1-6 Girls

1-8 Girls

1-10 Girls

1-12 Girls

1-15 Girls

Events, Travel, Camping

Per 6 Girls

Per 12 Girls

Per 16 Girls

Per 20 Girls

Per 24 Girls

1-4 Girls

1-6 Girls

1-8 Girls

1-10 Girls

1-12 Girls




Champions of Girls | Volunteer Positions and Trainings

Troop volunteers are the heart of the Girl Scout Movement, dedicating time and
talent to help girls change the world. There are multiple ways to bring your specific
skills to a Girl Scout Troop. At GSCCS, troops have 8 volunteer positions, each with
specific requirements and trainings to help adult deliver the Girl Scout Leadership
Experience in a team-oriented environment.

Learn to
Lead 1:

Welcome
to Girl
Scouts

Troop Leader
Provides overall troop
management.

2+ Per Troop Required.

Learnto Learnto Learnto Loveto Love to Love to

Lead 2: Lead 3: Lead 4: Lead: Lead: Lead:

Meeting Managing Year Outdoor Cookie Fall

Planning Troop Planning Skills Training Product
Money Training

Love to

Lead:
CPR
Training

Troop Level Leader
Serves girls in a specific age
range within a larger troop.
No minimum required.

Troop Money Manager
Manages troop bank account,
income, expenses.

1 Per Troop Required.

Cookie Program Coord.
Oversee troop’s Cookie
Program, rewards, monies.

1 Per Troop Required.

Fall Product Coord.
Oversee troop’s Fall Product
Program, rewards, monies.
1 Per Troop Required.

Safety Specialist

Ensures troop activities meet
safety guidelines.

1 Required for Some Activities.

Outdoor Specialist
Organizes troop outdoor
adventures and trips.

1 Required for Some Activities.

Troop Chaperone
Assists in field trips, cookie
booths, and activities.

No minimum required.




Running Your Girl Scout Troop | Kaper Chart

A Girl Scout Troop should afford girls the opportunity to LEAD, which also
decreases the responsibility of adult volunteers. Allow girls to provide input and
vote on troop decisions like badges for the year, field trips, and goals for the Fall
Product and Cookie Program. Troops also run best when girls have responsibilities -
in Girl Scouts, we assign this division of tasks in a Kaper Chart.

Write girl names on a post-it to assign members a role per meeting or semester.
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a P E
Pledge of Girl Scout Troop

Allegiance Promise & Attendance

Law Leader Taker

o3 )
Finance Forms Materials and

Report and Dues Supplies
Leader Collector Distributor

Frieﬁdship Leave No
Break Circle Trace

Brigade Leader Leader




Running Your Girl Scout Troop | Council Events

Our research shows that girls are more likely to have an enriching, enjoyable
experience in Girl Scouting if their experience expands outside of a troop meeting.
That’s why we provide thousands of spots at low-cost, council-led events. Our goal
is to remove the burden from troop leaders to help girls earn every badge on their
wish-list, and also bring girls together from across the council to build relationships.

Paying for Council Events

At GSCCS, we’re committed to ensuring girls have access to our program regardless of a family’s
financial situation. That’s why we have multiple ways for families and troops to fund events:

Fall Product & Troop Dues or
Cookie Program Parent Pay

New Troop Early Bird
Welcome Box Renewal

Troops can earn Troops charge
proceeds, families dues to

New troops receive a Members who

Welcome Box with renew their
$15 in Program membership. by
Credits to ensure September 30
new girls have receive $15 in
access to events. Program Credits.

Nut Bucks, and cover the cost of

Cookie Dough to events or families

spend on GSCCS may pay for event
events. fees directly online.

Registering for Council Events

Search for Events Online Register for Events Pay and Checkout

Visit girlscoutsccs.org. Login to myGS. Choose Payment Method.

e Click the Calendar Icon. * Click the +icon to add o Select the appropriate

e Browse through events girl and/or adult spots to payment method for
by selecting the arrows your cart. each participant.
to the right or left of the Click Add Events. NOTE: Free events still
month. On the next page, under require a payment

 Click on the name of the Assign Attendees, select method for registration.
event for more details. either My Household or After adding all event

* Please read everything in My Troop Member (if participants, click
the Event Details section you are a Troop Leader Submit Member Details.
before you begin the registering troop girls). Accept the Girl Scout
registration process. If necessary, enter Promise and Law, enter

* Click Register Now. ) additional information payment details, and
such as sessions, dietary click Submit Payment.

restrictions, or special A receipt will be sent via
needs for each member. email after registration!



Girl Scout Troop Roster & Attendance

Use the roster to keep an easy list of each girl and their primary guardian name and phone number for easy
access. Remember, troop leaders should also keep a girl’s completed Annual Permission Slip and Health History
on hand for every troop activity in case of emergencies. List each troop meeting topic and badge to then check
off attendance and track if girls complete the badge to distribute at the meeting or later in the troop year!

Girl Name

Guardian | Phone

10

11

12

13

14

15




Troop Meeting Management

As girls set goals to accomplish for the year, adult volunteers can schedule those badges or activities

into troop meetings, field trips, and council events. For troop meetings, divide up responsibilities for
planning that meeting between a group of girls and volunteers, ask support for providing snacks, and
assign girls responsibilities to run the meeting!




Girl Scout Finance Tracking

Girl Scouts is often the first opportunity for girls to plan a budget, make decisions, and track money in order to
accomplish their goals. Troops must track all income and troop expenses and allow girls to hold age-appropriate
jobs to assist in finance tracking. Use the tracker below to keep notes on income and expenses each month in
order to prepare for annual finance reports due on June 30. For a spreadsheet Girl Scouts can use at monthly
troop meetings, visit Forms & Resources online at www.girlscoutsccs.org.

Income Tracking

Troop Dues

Product Program
Money Earning

Fees for Activities
Monetary Donations
Other

TOTAL INCOME

Expense Tracking

Meeting Expenses
Badges/Patches/etc
Product Program ACH
Membership Fees
Volunteer Training
Banking & Admin

TOTAL EXPENSES



Troop Finance Reports - Submit Online Jf,.g'El

Annual Troop Finance Reports must be submitted online by June 30. r'F"

To submit your report, login to myGS, click Volunteer Toolkit, and tap the f‘_ . .
Finance tab. Download the Troop Finance Worksheet to add details from E _'.

this finance tracker and complete the finance report. e

Troop Budget JUNE JULY

Income Tracking

Troop Dues

Product Program
Money Earning

Fees for Activities
Monetary Donations
Other

TOTAL INCOME

Expense Tracking

Meeting Expenses
Badges/Patches/etc
Product Program ACH
Membership Fees
Volunteer Training
Banking & Admin

TOTAL EXPENSES



March 2025

Celebrate Women'’s History Month!

March 12: Girl Scouts’ Birthday!

9
16
23
30

13 14 15
20 21 22
27 28 29

Ox1 A23 @45 66-8 oo ni2 @ramiy Yaduls

Date Event . Early Bird Bonus!
Girl Training: Counselor-In-Training (CIT) - Fresno
Girl Training: Flag Training - Bakersfield

Girl Training: Flag Training - Fresno

Girl Training: Counselor-In-Training (CIT) - Bakersfield

Super Troop - Fresno and Bakersfield

DEI-Women's History Month - Fresno, Bakersfield, and Visalia

Super Troop - Fresno and Bakersfield

Animal Crossing Camporee - Bass Lake

Use this to track your troop’s birthdays or celebrations!

Program Level
SA0QBED
0A00BD
SA0OBED
0A0OEDO




Your Troop Adventures!

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks




x1 A2z @45 66-8 oo n12 @ramiy Yaduls

0
.....................................

Date Event Early Bird Bonus! Program Level
6 Babysitting Training - Fresno e
8 Super Troop - Fresno and Bakersfield @AOQ

Trailblazers Club Monthly Meeting e
Spring Break Day Camp - Fresno, Bakersfield, and Visalia @ Aoe

Cookie Cool Off with the Condors at Mechanic Banks Arena @AOQ o
Super Troop - Fresno and Bakersfield @AOQ

24 Outdoor Badge: Astronomy - Fresno, Bakersfield, and Visalia @ AOQ

25 First Aid Training - CSUB 8A00H06GA
26 Bronze Award Ceremony at Riverway Elementary School @AOQ o

27 Gold Award Training - Virtual

Use this to track your troop’s birthdays or celebrations!

YK’ (2 Q& | ‘IH\T




Troop Meeting Date:

0

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Troop Meeting Date:

.

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Troop Meeting Date:

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Troop Meeting Date:

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks




J Ox1 A2 @45 ©6—8 oo ni2 @ramiy Yaduls

Date Event ' Early Bird Bonus! Program Level

1 Outdoor Badge - Eco Learner - Fresno, Bakersfield, and Visalia @Aoe

6 Silver Award Training - Virtual

8 Bronze Award Training - Virtual

9 Trailblazers Club Monthly Meeting - Virtual

13 Super Troop - Fresno and Bakersfield

¢
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15  Art Badge - Outdoor Art - Fresno, Bakersfield, and Visalia @AOQ
17 Gold and Silver Award Ceremony - Tulare Ag Center @AOQ 0
20  Intro to Robotics - Badge Workshop- Fresno and Bakersfield @AOQ
29 DEI - AAPI Heritage Month - Fresno, Bakersfield, and Visalia @AOQ

27  Super Troop - Fresno and Bakersfield

-------------------------------------------------
o

.,
................................................

Use this to track your troop’s birthdays or celebrations!

0A00H




Troop Meeting Date:

0

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan

Troop Meeting Date:

.

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan

Troop Meeting Date:

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan

Troop Meeting Date:

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan

Parent Helpers

Parent Helpers

Parent Helpers

Parent Helpers

Supplies & Snacks

Supplies & Snacks

Supplies & Snacks

Supplies & Snacks




8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

Ox1 A2 @45 ¢6-8 oo u12 @ramiy Yaduls

Date Event ‘ iy e Program Level
6 Trailblazers Club Monthly Meeting - Virtual Q
8 Babysitting Training - Bakersfield Q
10 Super Troop - Fresno and Bakersfield @AO@
15 Gold Award Training - Virtual

17 DEI - Pride Month - Fresno, Bakersfield, and Visalia @AOQ

18 Robotics Badge: Intro to Robotics - Fresno and Bakersfield @AOO o
23 Day Camp - Fresno, Bakersfield, and Visalia @AOQ

29 GSCCS Council-Wide Bridging - Island Water Park QAOQ

Use this to track your troop’s birthdays or celebrations!




Your Troop Adventures!

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks
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Celebrate Exceptionality Pride Month!
13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

-

27 28 29 30 31

x1 A2z @45 66-8 9-10 11-12 P Family Y Aduits

Date Event Early Bird Bonus! Program Level
1 Entrepreneur Expo - Know Before You Go - Virtual aAOQ
7 STEM Career Exploration - Fresno Chaffee Zoo Q
8 Silver Award Training - Virtual 6
10 Bronze Award Training o
12 Entrepreneur Expo GAOQ
16 Badge: Robotics - Intro to Robotics - Fresno and Bakersfield a AOQ

17 DEI- Exceptionality Pride Month-Fresno GAOO

e ©® Use this to track your troop’s birthdays or celebrations!




Your Troop Adventures!

Troop Meeting Date:

0

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Troop Meeting Date:

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Troop Meeting Date:

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks




Complete the Back to Troop Checklist!

Assist New Volunteers in Completing Volunteer Training

-

1 A2z @45 66-8 9-10 1-12 @ Family Y Aduits

Early Bird Bonus!
Event Program Level

Save the Date: Girl Scouts Day at the Capitol in Sacramento e

S
0y
.
.
Q
O

Use this to track your troop’s birthdays or celebrations!

Back to Troop Checklist!

Renew All Returning Troop Members and Volunteers.

Ensuring Troop Volunteers complete LiveScan Background Check + Mandated Reporter.
Host a Troop Volunteer Team Meeting - Set Roles & Responsibilities, Goals, Dates.

Host the Girl Goal-Setting Meeting! Plan Badges, Activities, and Troop Jobs with Girls.
Troop Logistics - Reserve Troop Meeting Facility for the Year.

Troop Logistics - Collect Girl Annual Permission Form & Health History Forms.

Troop Logistics - Create a Troop Information Flyer for Girls & Families.

Connect with your Service Unit and Host a Welcome Back Meeting with Girls & Families.

N




Your Troop Adventures!

a

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks




September 2025 SRR

R 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month!

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
September 15: Complete Back to Troop Survey 21 22 24 25 26 27 28

September 30: Official End of the Girl Scout Year 29 30

; Ox1 A2 @45 ¢6-8 oo u12 @ramiy Yaduls

Date Event Early Bird Bonus! Program Level
9 Art Badge - Outdoor Art - Fresno, Bakersfield, and Visalia @ AO@

13 Girl Scouts Love State Parks + Hiker Badge @ AOQ
AgriNation at Vossler Farms! @AO@ o

Use this to track your troop’s birthdays or celebrations!




Your Troop Adventures!

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks

Meeting Topic | Badge

Activity Plan Parent Helpers Supplies & Snacks
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